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Objective: to analyze the profile of Research Groups in Nursing History registered in the Directory of Research
Groups in Brazil Lattes. Method: this is a descriptive documentary study conducted between November 2022 and
January 2023. First, a search was conducted in the Directory of Research Groups in Brazil Lattes. Subsequently,
the group leaders’ publications about the research were reviewed through their Lattes Curriculum. Results: the
Southeast and Northeast regions present the highest concentration of Research Groups. There is a predominance
of women in group leadership and in the number of publications. Final considerations: although it is important to
have a significant number of Research Groups in Nursing History, the quality of the knowledge produced and its
application in the critical training of nurses and other academic productions are the most relevant factors to ensure
the maintenance and strengthening of this research area.

Descriptors: Research Groups. Nursing History. Postgraduate Programs in Health. Research in Nursing. Nursing.
History.

Objetivo: analisar o perfil dos Grupos de Pesquisa em Historia da Enfermagem cadastrados no Diretorio dos Grupos
de Pesquisa no Brasil Lattes. Método: estudo descritivo documental, ocorrido entre novembro de 2022 e janeiro
de 2023. Primeiro foi realizada uma busca no Diretorio de Grupos de Pesquisa no Brasil Lattes, posteriormente
Jforam levantadas as publicacdes dos lideres dos grupos de pesquisa, através do Curriculo Lattes. Resultados: as
regioes sudeste e nordeste apresentam a maior concentracdo dos Grupos de Pesquisa. Hd um predominio do género
Jfeminino na lideranca dos grupos e no niimero de publicacées. Consideracoes finais: Embora seja importante que
baja um niimero significativo de Grupos de Pesquisa em Historia da Enfermagem, a qualidade do conhecimento
produzido e sua aplicagdo na formacdo critica do enfermeiro e em outras produgcoes académicas sdo os fatores mais
relevantes para garantir a manutengdo e o fortalecimento dessa drea de pesquisa.
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Descritores: Grupos de Pesquisa. Historia da Enfermagem. Programas de Pos-Graduagdo em Satide. Pesquisa em
Enfermagem. Enfermagem. Historia.

Objetivo: analizar el perfil de los Grupos de Investigacion en Historia de la Enfermeria registrados en el Directorio
de Grupos de Investigacion de Brasil Lattes. Método: estudio documental descriptivo, realizado entre noviembre
de 2022 y enero de 2023. Primero, se realizo una biisqueda en el Directorio de Grupos de Investigacion de Brasil
Lattes, luego se recolectaron las publicaciones de los lideres de los grupos de investigacion, a través del Curriculum
Lattes. Resultados: las regiones sureste ) noreste presentan la mayor concentracion de Grupos de Investigacion.
Hay predominio de mujeres en el liderazgo de grupos y en el niimero de publicaciones. Consideraciones finales: si
bien es importante que exista un niimero significativo de Grupos de Investigacion en Historia de la Enfermeria, la
calidad del conocimiento producido y su aplicacion en la formacion critica del enfermero y en otras producciones
acadeémicas son los factores mds relevantes para garantizar la mantenimiento y fortalecimiento de esta drea de
investigacion.

Descriptores: Grupos de Investigacion. Historia de la Enfermeria. Programas de Posigrado en Investigacion en

Enfermeria. Enfermeria. Historia.

Introduction

Nursing History is a discipline that seeks to
rescue, preserve, and disseminate the memory of
the profession, contributing to the construction
of its identity and social role. It has been a well-
established field of knowledge for over three
decades and is recognized by its peers and other
areas. This status is due to the gradual expansion
of Postgraduate Programs (PGP) in nursing, which
directly impacts the production of theses and
dissertations with a historiographical perspective.
Consequently, Research Groups (RGs) related to
the Nursing History were created .

These RGs related to Nursing History are spaces
for interaction, debate, and reflection among
researchers, professors, students, and professionals
in the field. They aim to understand the past,
present, and future of Brazilian nursing. The RGs
encourage the formation of new researchers, the
publication of articles, books, and theses, scientific
events organization, and participation in national
and international collaboration networks>” .

In Brazil, research groups are registered and
evaluated by the National Council for Scientific
and Technological Development (CNPq), which
is the body responsible for promoting research
in the country. These groups are formed by
researchers working in specific areas of knowledge
and are linked to PGP’

In Brazil, the first Stricto Sensu PGP in nursing

was established in 1972, with the Anna Nery
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School of Nursing at the Federal University of
Rio de Janeiro pioneering the creation of a
master’s program. This was followed by four
more programs in the Southeast region, two in
the Northeast region, and one in the South
region within the same decade. Since then, there
has been significant growth in PGPs across Brazil,
although this growth has been unevenly distributed
among the regions, with a concentration in the
Southeast. By 2010, Brazil had fifty Stricto Sensu
PGPs in nursing, distributed as follow: 24 in the
Southeast, three in the Midwest, nine in the
Northeast, ten in the South, and four in the North*?

A consultation of the Sucupira Platform in
January 2023 revealed that after twelve years,
in 2022, the configuration is as follows: 79
Postgraduate Programs, with 55 academic and
24 professional programs, totaling 118 courses
(92 academic and 26 professional). The courses
are distributed across the regions as follows: 48 in
the Southeast (40 academic and 8 professional);
30 in the Northeast (23 academic and 7 professional);
26 in the South (18 academic and 8 professional);
10 in the Midwest (9 academic and 1 professional);
and 4 in the North (2 academic and 2 professional).
It is noteworthy that these Postgraduate Programs
include 92 academic master’s and doctoral courses
and 26 professional master’s and doctoral courses.”
With the growth of PGPs, there has also

been a significant increase in GPs related to Nursing
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History, demonstrating the consolidation and
recognition of historical nursing studies within the
academic community. This increase in GPs has led
to a rise in scientific production, covering themes
suchas professional identity in nursing, the
institutionalization of nursing, nursing schools,
nursing organizational entities, and more.*”

Historical studies in nursing are not limited
to preserving memory and professional identity
but also aim for practical application. This is
reflected in the use of historical knowledge in
the critical training of nurses and in contributing
to the understanding of the historical and social
contexts of other academic productions on various
themes. This approach is crucial to ensuring that
the history of nursing effectively contributes to
the profession’s evolution.

Given the importance of RGs in the Nursing
History for the dissemination of knowledge and
professional training, this study aims to analyze
the profile of these RGs related to Nursing History
registered in the CNPq Directory. Analyzing the
profile of these RGs is essential to understand
the characteristics, trends, and challenges of this

field of knowledge.

Method

This is a descriptive documentary study based on
the Directory of Research Groups in Brazil Lattes
(http://lattes.cnpq.br/web/dgp). Data collection
occurred in two stages, conducted between
November 2022 and January 2023. In the first
stage, a search was carried out in the Directory
of Research Groups in Brazil Lattes through a
parametrized query. The inclusion criterion was
for the research group to be certified in the
Directory of Research Groups in Brazil Lattes.
Exclusion criteria were groups with certification

in progress or not updated. The search strategy

utilized the health sciences descriptor (DeCS)
“History of Nursing” with exact search restriction,
applying the fields “group name,” “research line
name,” and “research line keyword,” resulting in
a total of 24 records of research groups. From
this search, it was found that 5 of these groups
were listed as “certification in progress” or “not
updated,” and thus were excluded from the
final sample.

The second stage involved examining the
research group leaders’ publications by accessing
their Lattes Curriculum, available on the Lattes
Platform (https://lattes.cnpq.br/). The consultation
was individualized by the name of each research
group leader.

Data collected in the two stages were organized
into spreadsheets using Microsoft Excel® 2021
and later transformed into charts, tables, and
graphs using the same software. This allowed
for the analysis of the regions of the RGs, the
institutions to which they are linked, the year
of formation, the gender of the leader and the
second leader, the number of publications, the
predominant area, partner institutions, and the
research lines of the certified groups.

It is noteworthy that, as this is a documentary-
based study, submission to the Ethics and Research
Committee was waived. However, all ethical and

authorship aspects were respected.
Results

The final sample consisted of 19 Nursing
History RGs. There is a concentration of Rgs
in the Brazilian Southeast region (42.10%/n=8),
followed by the Northeast region (26.31%/
n=5). The Midwest, South, and North regions
have 3 (15.78%), 2 (10.52%), and 1 (5.26%) RGs,

respectively. See Figure 1.
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Figure 1— Regional distribution of Research Groups in Brazil. Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 2023. (N=19)

Source: The authors.

Regarding the gender distribution of the to the male gender, and reaching 78.6% when
RGs leaders, there is a clear predominance of considering the data for the second leader, as
the female gender, exceeding 70% compared shown in Tables 1 and 2.

Table 1 — Distribution of Leaders by Gender Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 2023. (N=19)

Gender \ n \ %

Female 14 73.7
Male es 26.3
Total 19 100

Source: The authors.

Table 2 — Distribution of Second Leaders by Gender. Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 2023. (N=19)

Gender ‘ n ‘ %
Female 11 78.6
Male 3 21.4
Total 14 100

Source: The authors.

When analyzing the relationship between lower productivity (37.75), which is four articles
gender and production, it is observed that female less (3.97). This difference is considered small
leaders of RGs in the Nursing History have higher given the predominance of female leaders.

productivity (41.72), whereas male leaders have

Table 4 — Distribution of Gender and Publications by Leader and Second Leader. Rio de Janeiro,

RJ, 2023. (N=19) (continued)

Gender Leader and 2nd Leader Publications Average Publications per Researcher
% n % n %

Female 25 75.8 1043 77.5 41.72 52.5
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Table 4 — Distribution of Gender and Publications by Leader and Second Leader. Rio de Janeiro,

RJ, 2023. (N=19)

(conclusion)

Leader and 2nd Leader

Publications Average Publications per Researcher

Gender % n % n %
Male 8 24.2 302 22.5 37.75 475
Total 33 100 1345 100 79.47 100

Source: The authors.

Chart 1 presents the RG profile in the Nursing
History, considering the year of establishment,

RG title, the institutions to which they are

affiliated, and the research lines along with the

number of articles published by the leaders.

Chart 1 — Distribution of RGs by Year of Establishment, Affiliated Institutions, Research Lines, and

Number of Publications by Leaders. Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 2023

(continued)

Affiliated
Institution

Year of

Establishment Research Group

Research Lines

Publications

1 st 2 nd
Leader | Lider

1991 Niicleo de Pesquisa e
Estudo sobre Quotidiano

e Saiide (NUPEQS)

Pontificia
Universidade
Catolica de
Minas Gerais
(PUC - Minas)

1. Education and
Society;

2. History and
Health;

3. Health and
Society.

1 3

Universidade
Federal de Santa
Catarina (UFSC)

Laboratorio de
Pesquisas em Historia
do Conhecimento em
Enfermagem e Satide
(GEHCES)

1995

1. The History of
Nursing in Brazil
— A Prospective
Study;

2. The History of
Nursing Education
and Practices in
Brazil;

3. The History of
Nursing Education
and Practices in
Brazil;

4. Professional
Identity in Health
and Nursing;

5. Nursing History
in Health;

6. Health Care for
Physically Disabled
Individuals in Santa
Catarina — Reality
and Challenge.

91 159

2001 Universidade
Federal do Rio de

Janeiro (UFR])

Historia da Enfermagem
nas Instituicoes
Brasileiras dos séculos XX
e XXI1

1. Nursing and the
Dictatorial Regimes

of the 20th Century;

2. Nursing in
Military Institutions

of the 20th and 21st

Centuries.
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Chart 1 — Distribution of RGs by Year of Establishment, Affiliated Institutions, Research Lines, and

Number of Publications by Leaders. Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 2023

(continued)

Year of
Establishment

Research Group

Affiliated
Institution

Research Lines

Publications

1 st 2 nd
Leader | Lider

2002

Educacao, Historia e
Satide Coletiva

Universidade
Estadual do
Ceard (UECE)

1. Training,
Profession, and
Social Practices in
Public Health;

2. History, Memory,
Training, and
Professions in
Health;

3. Care Practices
and
Epidemiological
Factors in Health.

96 12

2003

Niicleo de Pesquisa, de
Ensino em Formagdo de
Recursos Humanos em
Satide (NEFORHUS)

Universidacde
Estadual de
Maringd (UEM)

1.Education,

Work, and

Human Resources
Trainingin Health;
2. Management in
Health/Nursing;

3. Job Market in
Health and Nursing.

20 6

2005

Grupo de Pesquisa em
Historia e Legislagdo da
Saiide e da Enfermagem

Universidade
Federal do
Amazonas
(UFAM)

1. Historical and
Social Context

of Managerial,
Educational,
Investigative, and
Care Practices in
Health and Nursing;
2. Legislation

and Professional
Practice in Nursing.

40 2

2006

Grupo de Estudo D. Isabel
Macintyre

Universidade
Federal de
Alagoas (UFAL)

1. Nursing and
Public Health;

2. History of
Brazilian/Alagoan
Nursing;

3. Ethics and
Professional
Organization.

47 05
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Chart 1 — Distribution of RGs by Year of Establishment, Affiliated Institutions, Research Lines, and

Number of Publications by Leaders. Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 2023

(continued)

Year of
Establishment

Research Group

Affiliated
Institution

Research Lines

Publications

1 St
Leader

2 nd
Lider

2006

Laboratorio de
Abordagens Cientificas
na Historia da
Enfermagem (Lacenf)

Universidade
Federal do
Estado do rio de
Janeiro (UNIRIO)

1. Nursing in the
Historical-Cultural
Context and Its
Repercussions on
Health Policies;

2. Fundamental and
Historical
Foundations of
Nursing and Health
Care;

3. Ethnic, Racial,
and Cultural
Diversity in Care;
4. History of
Technology and
Care Related to
Nursing;

5. Cultural
Representations

of Care in the
Historiography of
Nursing and Health.

12

6

2006

Laboratorio de Estudos
em Historia da
Enfermagem (LAESHE)

Universidacde de
Sao Paulo (USP)

1. Teaching the
Nursing History;
2. Studies on
Conduct, Ethics,
and Knowledge
Production in
Health;

3. History of Health
Institutions and
Nursing Schools;
4. Social Image
of Nursing and
Marketing;

5. The
Development of
Nursing in Brazil.

31

102

2007

Grupo de Estudos

e Pesquisas em
Epistemologia e
Fundamentos do Cuidar
em Satide e Enfermagem

Universidade
de Pernambuco
(UPE)

1. Care
Fundamentals

in Health and
Nursing for Health
Promotion;

2. Professional
Identity and
Nursing History;

3. Policies and
Process of Care in
Adult, Elderly, and
Worker Health;

4. Safety and
Health Promotion
in Various Forms of
Care.

85

28

Rev baiana enferm (2024); 38:€56917

https://periodicos.ufba.br/index.php/enfermagem



Research groups in the nursing history in Brazil

Chart 1 — Distribution of RGs by Year of Establishment, Affiliated Institutions, Research Lines, and

(continued)

Number of Publications by Leaders. Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 2023

Publications

Year of
Establishment

Research Group

Affiliated
Institution

Research Lines

lsl
Leader

2 nd
Lider

2008

Educacao e Historia em
Enfermagem e Satide

Universidade
Federal do Piaui
(UFPID)

1. The Care Process
in Health and
Nursing;

2. Socio-
Educational Policies
and Practices in
Nursing

32

91

2008

A trajetoria do cuidado
de enfermagem em
espagos especializados

Universidade
Federal do Rio de
Janeiro (UFR])

1. The Historical
Trajectory of
Nursing Care in
Specialized Settings

59

2012

Grupo de Estudos
Integrado

Universidade de
Brasilia (UnB)

1. Brazilian
Nursing: Origins,
Professional
Formation, and
Work Process;

2. Adult Health.

61

24

2015

Grupo de Pesquisa em
Historia da Enfermagem
e Satide (GPHEn(fS)

Universidade
Federal de Mato
Grosso (UFMT)

1. History of
Public Policies,
Institutions, and
Professional Health
Practices;

2. Professional
Identity, Social
Movements,
Vulnerable
Groups, Human
Rights, Knowledge
Production, and
Training in Health;
3. Mental health.

2015

Arte, ciéncia e cuidado
em sailde

Universidade
Federal do
Espirito Santo
(UFES)

1. History of
Nursing and Public
Health in Espirito
Santo;

2. Images of Life:
Art — Health —
History;

3. Life in Harmony:
Music and Music
Therapy in Health
Care.
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Chart 1 — Distribution of RGs by Year of Establishment, Affiliated Institutions, Research Lines, and

Number of Publications by Leaders. Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 2023 (conclusion)
Year of Research Group Affiliated Research Lines Pull‘?‘hcatl(z)ﬁs
Establishment Institution :
Leader | Lider
2016 Laboratorio de Historia Universidade 1. Administration 13 -
do Cuidado e Imagem em | Estdcio de Sda and Management in
Enfermagem (LACUIDEN/ | (UNESA) Health and Nursing;
independente) 2. Nursing History;
3. Care History;
4. Care Tmages;
5. Relationships and
Communication in
Nursing;
6. Child and
Adolescent Health.
2017 Laboratorio de Estudos e | Universidade de | 1. History of Health 70 27
Pesquisas em Historia da | Brasilia (UnB) Institutions and
Enfermagem (LEPHEnf) Nursing Schools;
2. The
Development of
Nursing in Brazil.
2019 Niticleo de estudos e Universidade 1. Nursing History 20 4
pesquisas: historia e Federal de Sdo in the Central-
memoria da enfermagem | Jodo Del-Rei Western Region of
e da saiide no centro- (UFS)) Minas Gerais;
oeste mineiro 2. Health History in
the Central-Western
Region of Minas
Gerais;
3. Youth Health.
2021 Laboratorio de estudos Universidade 1. Brazilian Nursing 47 18
e pesquisas em Gesldo, Estadual de History and Its
Avaliagdo, Historia em Feira de Santana | Relationship with
Enfermagem (GAHE) (UEFS) Everyday Nursing;
2. Management
and Evaluation in
Nursing and Health
Services;
3. Professional
Identity of the
Nurse/Nursing and
Its Work Process.

Source: The authors.

It is noteworthy that, out of the 19 research
groups, 14 (73.68%) have both a leader and a

second leader, while 5(26.32%) have only a leader.

Publications were considered when published
in partnership between the leaders of each
research group and independently. All articles
and journals were included in the analysis; it was

not possible at this time to determine the Qualis

of the journals, as they have been updated since
the establishment of the research groups up to
the date of data collection. It is evident that RGs
with both a leader and a second leader have a
higher number of publications, as productivity
is measured with data from two researchers and

often includes collaborative work.
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Discussion

The Directory of Research Groups in Brazil
Lattes is a database that gathers information on
active research groups in Brazil. Created in 1992
by CNPq, its purpose is to provide visibility and
transparency to national scientific production. The
Directory allows users to search for groups by
area of knowledge, institution, region, state, and
municipality. It is updated by the group leaders,
who are responsible for the accuracy and quality
of the information provided™. In this directory,
19 research groups in the Nursing History were
mapped, which conduct studies on the trajectory,
identity, and memory of the profession.

A study"
between August 2008 and August 2010 to investigate

conducted on the CNPq Directory

the scientific production of RGs in the Nursing
History identified 34 RGs. However, it does not
specify exclusion criteria for the selection and
analysis of these groups. When compared to the
410 groups in the nursing field registered with
CNPq, it can be concluded that the data obtained
up to 2010 represented 8.29% of the total.
However, considering that the field is expanding,
a large number of groups does not guarantee
the consolidation of research or its quality.
The production of RGs in the Nursing History,
in terms of projects and publications, could
determine their maintenance and strengthening.

The results of this research indicate a growth
in the number of RGs in the 2000s. A consultation
conducted on the CNPq website revealed that,
between 1993 and 2016, the number of RGs
increased from 4 to 38,000, the number of
participating institutions rose from 99 to 531,
and the number of researchers grew from 21 to
199,000, with 130,000 holding doctoral degrees.
These data partly reflect a real expansion of the
research system™”.

When considering only the RGs registered on
the CNPq portal, certified by the educational and
research institutions to which they are linked,
and updated in the directory, the first research
group with studies in the field of the Nursing
History was created in 1991 and was called the

Center for Research and Studies on Everyday

Rev baiana enferm (2024); 38:¢56917
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Health (NUPEQS) at the Pontificia Universidade
Catolica de Minas Gerais.

A study? published in 2013 reports that the
first research group with historical studies in the
field of nursing was created in 1988 and was
called the Research Group on Health Policies
and Practices (Grupps) at the Universidade Federal
do Ceard (UFC).

The system PGPs in Brazil was established
in the 1970s and was driven by two main
incentives: one from the education sector,
originating from the University Reform of 1968
and its developments, and the other from the
science and technology sector, particularly from
the Ministry of Planning and its development
agencies, the CNPq and the Financiadora de
Estudos e Projetos (Finep). The University Reform
established that the admission and promotion
of professors in universities should be based
on their qualifications and scientific production.
Additionally, universities were required to
progressively increase the number of faculty
members hired on a full-time basis ™"

In the science and technology sector, the
impetus for creating PGPs came from the need
to train professionals capable of working on
research and development projects funded by
CNPq and Finep. These agencies also began to
provide scholarships for students to fully dedicate
themselves to studies and research in their
postgraduate programs. Thus, the combination
of these two incentives led to the creation of
a system of postgraduate courses in Brazil that
was consolidated over the following decades,
becoming an important tool for the development
of science and technology in the country®'”.

Researchers in Brazil organize their academic
production into scientific and technological
RGs, associated with universities and other
higher education institutions, scientific research
institutions, and technological institutes. RGs are
composed of members with different levels of
involvement, including: researchers (permanent
members involved in research activities), students (at
the secondary, undergraduate, and postgraduate
levels, both lato sensu and stricto sensu), and

technical support staff"".
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The CNPq defines research groups as a set
of individuals who are hierarchically organized
with one or two leaders, who research common
topics and share equipment and facilities to some
extent”. It is important to note that while the
increase in the number of RGs and researchers
is a positive indicator of the development of
research in Brazil, it is not sufficient to assess
the quality of the research being produced in the
country. Other factors must be considered, such as
investments in research, available infrastructure,
scientific production, and the impact of research
on society. Therefore, it is essential to invest in
public policies that encourage the formation of
high-quality Research Groups, with adequate
resources and a supportive environment for the
development of innovative research.

RGs are crucial for the production and
dissemination of scientific and technological
knowledge in Brazil. Within these groups,
researchers dedicate themselves to investigating
relevant issues in their fields, seeking to advance
knowledge and contribute to the development
of the country'*"”.

Students also play an important role in RGs,
as they have the opportunity to participate in
research projects and develop the skills and
competencies necessary for their academic and

. . . (1213
professional training

. The technical support
staff, in turn, perform support activities for
research, such as maintaining equipment and
managing data and information. Each group
leader is responsible for defining the participation
of each member, taking into account criteria
such as the individual’s level of qualification,
interest, and availability to contribute to the
group’s activities. The CNPq"" does not interfere
in this definition, being responsible only for
recognizing and fostering the creation and
maintenance of RGs.

The 19 RGs identified and selected in this
study reveal a predominance of female leaders
and second leaders, with a concentration in
the Brazilian Southeast and Northeast regions,
where the largest number of Stricto Sensu PGP
in Nursing are located. The results of this study

also show a lower number of RGs in Nursing

History compared to the total number of RGs
in nursing available in the CNPq Research
Groups Directory.

This data is concerning and requires investment
from researchers involved in nursing and health
history research. Strategies are needed to
encourage the participation of undergraduate
students in RGs in order to promote the academic
and professional training of students'”. Studies
in the Nursing History can contribute to the
historical understanding of phenomena involving

health and society(m’m

.Additionally, the presence
of foreign researchers can enrich the research
environment and contribute to the exchange of
knowledge and experiences between different
cultures and perspectives, broadening the
horizon of interests and opportunities for research
development from a historical perspective.
Interinstitutional partnerships are also important
for promoting collaboration between different
institutions and researchers, increasing the
diversity of perspectives and available resources,
and strengthening scientific production in the

(15,16) .. .
> Therefore, it is crucial

History of Nursing
for research groups in Nursing to continue
seeking ways to encourage the involvement
of undergraduate students and international
researchers, expand technological resources,
and foster interinstitutional partnerships. These
efforts will advance scientific progress and
enhance the quality of health care provided to
the population.

The data from this research identified several
themes that account for the majority of the RGs
production. These themes include: Professional
identity of nursing, Institutionalization of nursing,
Nursing schools, Organizational entities of
nursing, Nursing specialties These themes are
largely related to contemporary nursing practices
or their implications, which may serve as a
motivating factor for investment by the members
of the research groups.

Regarding the GPs leaders and second leaders’
publications, obtained through consultations
with Curriculum Lattes, considering a follow-up
of their productions such as scientific articles,

books, and book chapters, it was found that
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25 (75.8%) are women with 1,043 (77.5%)
bibliographic productions, and 8 (24.2%) are
men with 302 (22.5%) productions. However,
when analyzing the average productions of these
leaders and second leaders, it was observed that
although the number of leaders and second
leaders of the analyzed GPs is predominantly
female, this analysis did not reflect an equally
significant average of bibliographic production.
The higher productivity among female leaders
aligns with the feminization rate of the profession
and researchers in the field of Nursing History.
The average number of publications for female
researchers was 41.72 (52.5%), while for male
researchers it was 37.75 (47.5%), resulting in a
difference of only 3.97 more publications for
female researchers compared to male researchers,
which represents a 5% percentage difference.

A study® that analyzes the scientific productions
of Brazilian researchers found that, in absolute
numbers, there is a prevalence of bibliographic
productions over technical productions and
a strong contrast between the social sciences,
letters, and arts on one hand, and other areas
regarding the number of publications in
international journals. This is more due to the
fields characteristics rather than an indicator
of quality. Social sciences, humanities, letters,
and arts tend to have fewer publications in
international journals compared to other fields.
This is partly due to the fact that much of this
research is conducted in the local language
and published in regional or national journals.
However, this does not mean that the quality
of this research is inferior to that published in
international journals'”.

The research quality cannot be measured solely
by the number of publications in international
journals. It is necessary to consider other
factors, such as the originality of the research,
the methodology used, and the contribution to
advancing knowledge in the field, among others.
Moreover, each field has its own characteristics
and publication norms, which can influence the
frequency and type of publications produced.

An important aspect that hinders the

development of research with the potential to
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shape public policy and enhance social well-
being relates to governments that adopt a
hostile stance towards the scientific community.
Science is crucial for advancing knowledge and
informing  evidence-based  decision-making.
The censorship of studies that conflict with
government policies can undermine researchers’
ability to communicate their findings. It is crucial
that governments respect the independence of
the scientific community and support research
that can help guide public policies. Academic
freedom is essential for scientific progress and
the preservation of social well-being. Policies
that aim to limit or censor research can impair
society’s ability to address its challenges."™"”

The RGs in Nursing reflect their structural and
political advancements in generating science,
technology, and innovation in the field. However,
there is still a need to encourage the participation
of undergraduate students and foreign researchers,
as well as to expand technological resources and
interinstitutional partnerships.""”’

Research groups in Nursing have played
a fundamental role in generating scientific
knowledge in the field and contributing to the
structural and political advancement of nursing
as a profession. Historical research approaches
significantly contribute to this understanding
during the training of nursing undergraduates

and professionals.

Final Considerations

It is essential that RGs related to the Nursing
History focus on high-quality projects and
publications to strengthen and consolidate this
field of knowledge. Furthermore, it is necessary
that the knowledge produced is utilized by the
academic community and in the professional
training process of nursing, to expand studies in
this area and promote its development.

It is noteworthy that the observed differences
in productivity by gender are consistent with the
predominance of women in both the research
field and the nursing profession.

It is important to emphasize that the quality
of the knowledge produced, along with its
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application in the critical training of nurses and in
understanding the historical and social contexts
of various academic topics, are key factors
determining the relevance of historical studies
in nursing. This implies leveraging historical
findings to influence policies, teaching practices,
and health care, thereby strengthening the field
of Nursing History and ensuring its continued
impact on professional training and practice.
Therefore, while a significant number of
Research Groups in the Nursing History is important,
the quality of the knowledge produced and
its application are the most critical factors for
ensuring the maintenance and strengthening
of this research area. Production in this field
is concentrated in the Southeast and Northeast
regions of the country and is predominantly led
by female researchers, reflecting the broader

profile in Brazilian nursing.
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